Survey questionnaire
Welcome to the Blogger’s Motivations Survey. 

This survey is a part of my academic research study. The purpose of this study is to learn more about the reason why people in Oman (citizens / residents) blog and how their motivations affect their blogging behavior.
The information that you provide for the survey is for research purpose only. Your participation and answers are very important for this study. 

Thank you for your time.

Yours truly,

Dr. Samskrati Gulvady

Asst. Professor, Department of Communication

College of Applied Sciences (Ministry of Higher Education), Sohar, Sultanate of Oman

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please select your answers with this symbol *
For ex: 

	Yes
	*

	No
	


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. What is your gender? 

	Male 
	
	Female
	


2. What is your age? 

	10-20
	

	21-30
	

	31-40
	

	41-50
	

	51 and above
	


3. Status:

	Omani citizen
	

	Omani resident
	


4. Nationality: …………………………….
5. Location:

	Oman (please specify the region/place)
	

	Outside Oman (please specify the country)
	


6. Please indicate the highest level of education completed.

	elementary school
	

	high school or equivalent
	

	college/university
	

	master/professional degree
	

	Ph.D
	


7. For how long have you been blogging? 

	less than 3 months
	

	3-6 months
	

	7-12 months
	

	1-2 years
	

	3-4 years
	

	5 years or more
	


8. As a blogger, how many blogs do you administer? …………………
9. Which blogging service provider / platform are you currently using?  …………………………………

10. What types of blogs do you usually read? (select all that apply)
	advertising and PR
	

	business and entrepreneurship
	

	education
	

	everyday life experiences
	

	feminism
	

	film and TV
	

	photography and art
	

	parenthood and children
	

	healthcare and illness
	

	IT and blogging
	

	journalism and media
	

	literature and writing
	

	food and beverages
	

	fashion and design
	

	music
	

	politics and society
	

	travel
	

	religion
	

	sports and leisure
	

	science
	

	languages
	

	Other (pls. specify)
	


11. Where do you blog? (select all that apply)

	Home 
	

	School
	

	Workplace
	

	Other (Please specify)
	


12. Here, you will find a number of potential reasons regarding why people blog. Please read over each of the potential reasons and then select an appropriate response based on your level of agreement with that statement. “I blog…..

	
	strongly agree
	agree
	somewhat agree
	neither agree nor disagree
	somewhat disagree
	disagree
	strongly disagree

	to feel like I am part of a community
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to provide information
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because it is enjoyable
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because I can publish at any time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because I can access it wherever I am
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to document my life
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because it is the thing to do
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to learn about new technology/skills
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because it helps pass time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to keep in touch with my family / friends
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to keep a record of what I learn
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to share information useful to other people
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to present information on my interests
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because it is fun trying out new things like blogging
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to refine my thinking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to meet new people
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	because I like writing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to influence others
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to earn money / do business
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	to seek outside opinions and feedback
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


13. Who are among the readers you mainly blog for? (select all that apply)

	Myself
	

	Family
	

	Friends
	

	Colleagues
	

	internet acquaintance
	

	general public
	

	don’t know
	

	Other (Please specify)
	


14. How often do you blog on the following topics?

	
	Very often
	Often 
	Sometimes 
	Rarely 
	Never 

	Entertainment
	
	
	
	
	

	News / Current events
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest/hobby
	
	
	
	
	

	Family/friends
	
	
	
	
	

	Sports
	
	
	
	
	

	Education/academics
	
	
	
	
	

	Business
	
	
	
	
	

	Health / illness
	
	
	
	
	

	International Politics
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology/science
	
	
	
	
	

	Arts/culture
	
	
	
	
	

	Humour
	
	
	
	
	

	Your creative work
	
	
	
	
	

	Personal experience
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (Please specify)
	
	
	
	
	


15. Do you consider blogging as form of journalism?

	Yes
	

	No
	


16. When you write posts for your blogs, how often do you provide links to online resources in the posts?

	very often
	

	often
	

	sometimes
	

	rarely
	

	never
	


17. What name do you use to identify yourself on the blog?

	real name
	

	variant of real name
	

	pseudonym
	


18. The degree of confidentiality you maintain on your blogposts:

	extremely private
	

	very private
	

	somewhat private
	

	a little bit private
	

	not private at all
	


19. Do you belong to any blog community (aka blogrings)? 

	Yes
	

	No
	


20. If yes, how many blog communities / blogrings you belong to on your blog?
	0-10
	

	11-20
	

	21-30
	

	31-40
	

	41-50
	

	51 and above
	


21. Which of the following ways do you use to promote your blog? (select all that apply)
	directly tell people about your blog
	

	have blog listed in search engines/directories
	

	join blogrings/communities
	

	leave your blog when comment on others’ blogs
	

	print blog address on business card
	

	include blog in signature of email
	

	none
	

	Other (Please specify)
	


22. Are people allowed to comment on your blog?

	Yes
	

	No 
	


23. How often do you reply to your readers’ comments?

	very often
	

	often
	

	sometimes
	

	rarely
	

	never
	


24. What options do your readers have when attempting to contact you? (select all that apply)

	Email
	

	guest book 
	

	contact form
	

	Telephone
	

	Mail
	

	Through ‘comments’
	

	None
	

	Other (Please specify)
	


25. How often do you look at the log of who has accessed your blog?

	very often
	

	often
	

	sometimes
	

	rarely
	

	never
	

	logs not available
	


26. To what extent do you consider the following aspects of your blog to be important? 
	
	very important
	somewhat important
	neither important nor unimportant
	somewhat unimportant
	very unimportant

	number of people who read your blog
	
	
	
	
	

	comments from blog readers
	
	
	
	
	

	trackbacks from other blogs
	
	
	
	
	

	times you/your blog mentioned by other bloggers
	
	
	
	
	

	being linked by other websites/blogs
	
	
	
	
	


27. About how many years have you had access to the Internet (including email, etc)

	less than 1 year
	

	1-3 years
	

	4-6 years
	

	7-9 years
	

	10 years or more
	


28. How often do you access the internet?

	several times a day
	

	about once a day
	

	3-5 times a week
	

	1-2 times a week
	

	less often
	


29. How many hours do you spend on the internet in a week? ______

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the questionnaire. If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact me at samskrati@hotmail.com
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